

















Greetings to the members of Flotilla 81,

As many of you are aware, I have
received orders to the Coast Guard
Cutter Pendant as the Executive Petty
Officer. I am to depart Station Atlantic

City and
Station(SM)
Great Egg

October 17", to
report  onboard
the CGC Pendant
out of Boston,
MA on 01
November. This
move will be the first for my family in 9
years. My wife of 12 years. Michelle,
and two boys JP age 10 and Cameron
age 6 are excited to move to a new place,
but yet sad 10 leave all that we have here
at the Tersey Shore.

We have met many great people, and
found some of our best friends while
stationed here. Some of the moments
that we will cherish forever have been
spent with the members of Flotilla §1.
From the elaborate Holiday Parties that
we were fortunate enough to have
atterided, to the Change of Watches, to
the many nights that I have gotten home
at 10 PM because 1 was atiending
another auxiliary meeting at the Qcean
City senior center. The most cherished
memories would have to be the many
hours that were spent planning and
executing Night in Venice. If you had of
told me when I first assumed the role of



As I indicated previously I do include
marine related activities other than CGA
if I think of interest.

Cruising the European Rivers —

July 2007

We in the USA have the best super
highway system in the world. We
transport almost all our bulk cargo by 18
wheeled
monsters. In
Europe they
have super
highways,
but very
few. They
depend on
their rivers to move bulk cargo.
What they have done is to connect all the
great rivers into sea highways. To
control the flow of water from all the
different levels they built dams and
locks. We just traveled from Amsterdam
to Vienna, 945 miles on a river boat. We
went past 66 dams and went up or down
in 66 locks to reach the next section of
the river.
Our boat was the Ms River Harmony.
She was constructed in 1999. She is very
long and narrow-360.8 feet long and
37.4 feet wide. She weighed 1600 BRT.
Her height over the water line is 19.68
feet and her draft was 4.25 feet with a
speed of 11 to 15 mph.
The ships propulsion system is the latest
kind. It has no rudders. Two six cylinder
diesels drives two sets of propellers from
propulsion pods. What this means is
that there are two huge diesel engines
mounted on a rotatable platform. The
diesels drive a shaft that goes down
through the hull to gears that change the
forces to turn two propellers each. One

is forwards of the shaft, and the other aft.
Both push the water in the same
direction.

To steer, the entire unit rotates, motors,
shafts and propellers.  This actually
pushes the stern around and does not
depend on ship movement to be effective
as does a rudder. At the bow, there is a
large bow thruster — 400 hp. This ship
can turn on a dime. Remember that the
ship is longer than a football field.

This type of steering is necessary when
this long ship goes around sharp curves
or enters locks where maneuvering
ability is a must. Pushing the bow one
way and the stern another in not
uncommon.

Another interesting feature of this boat is
its steering house. On an older boat |
would call it the wheel house, but there
is no wheel. There isn’t even a joy stick
that I’ve seen on some large cruise ships.
Here you steer by stern thruster and bow
thrusters. This control location is very
unique. Normally it is about eight feet
tall, glass windows. When we get to a

low bridge the entire room sinks into the
deck, the captain remains in his captain’s
head is all that shows.

All the river banks are protected by stone
embankments or metal or wood
bulkheads.

There is so much traffic that the banks
would have been washed away along
time ago.

There are no navigation lights on the
rivers. The boats all use radar and big
bow lights.



Buoys are opposite of ours. Going up
river — green is to the right (port), return
right with red does not work over in
Europe.

One interesting device that they have on
the steering house is a 3ft by 3ft blue
panel. with a green light in the middle it
is mounted on a pivot so that it can be
seen from the front or pivoted to
disappear. 1 learned that this is a signal
to other ships that I’'m going to stay on
the left side of the channel. This came in
handy one day when our ship was
passing a slower barge and down came
another barge from the opposite
direction. Our captain flipped the blue
panel and bore to the port side of the
chancel and oncoming barge slipped
between us easily. Three huge ships
were able to pass on a narrow river.

Here passing other ships, note blue panel
on Pilot House. It signals that we will keep to
left.

We went through 66 locks that

raised the
ship from just
10 feet to 82
feet. On the
. smaller locks
. the doors are
very  much

. like the
: Panama
Canal doors.

They pivot on
a hinge like a door and swing in and out.
On the very high locks the entrance on
the low water side was a gate that rose
into the concrete wall. We just were able
to slip into the low passage. Once in, the

gate dropped down and sealed the
opening

Water then came into the lock from
six large pools located just beside the
lock. We then rose 87 feet up. To leave
the lock, a large metal gate dropped into
the forward concrete giving us enough
depth to get out. When another vessel
goes in and is let down, 60% of the
water is sent to the nearby pools to be
used again.

Most the commercial barges are
self propelled. They are mostly privately
owned and operated. The rear housing is
where the family lives. No big company
ownership just small family operations.

They are long and low in the water.
A foot freeboard would be common.
These barges go all over Europe carrying
the bulk cargo. It is truly amazing the
extent of these river highways and how
much they carry.
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. Typical barge, Family run, home at stern

Nowhere in the world is there a
system like it.
Dick Sorokin

NINTH STREET ST. CAUSEWAY

REPLACEMENT PROJECT
The construction of the 9™ St.. Causeway
continues at an amazing pace, setting
more pilings, more pre-cast road way.
The number and size of equipment
amazes me. I count 8 hugh cranes w/
long booms, dozens of other pieces of
equipment of all sizes
and performing all tasks.



